AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MARCH 25, 2011

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2011—12 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 1089

Introduced by Assembly Member Algo

February 18, 2011

An act to amend Section-+883-6fthe-Government-Code; 185 of the
Code of Civil Procedure, relating to courts.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 1089, as amended, Alejo. Frial-courtFfunding—Translation of
court proceedings.

Existing law requires an interpreter to be sworn to interpret for a
witness who is incapable of understanding the English language or is
incapable of expressing himself or herself in the English language so
as to be understood directly by counsel, court, and jury. Existing law
also requires an interpreter to be present at specified family court
proceedings in which a party does not proficiently speak or understand
the English language to interpret and assist communications between
the party and his or her attorney. Existing law requires judicial
proceedings to be conducted, preserved, and published in English, but
nothing in this provision prohibits a court from providing an unofficial
translation of specified court orders in a language other than English.

This bill would authorize a bilingual judge, notwithstanding any other
law, to provide an unofficial translation of preliminary court procedures
that do not bear on any substantive right of a party when a court
interpreter is not immediately available.
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Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: no.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 185 of the Code of Civil Procedure is
amended to read:

185. (a) Every written proceeding in a court of justice in this
state shall be in the English language, and judicial proceedings
shall be conducted, preserved, and published in no other. Nothing
in this section shall prohibit a court from providing an unofficial
translation of a court order issued pursuant to Section 527.6 or
527.8 of the Code of Civil Procedure, or Part 1 (commencing with
Section 6200) of Division 10 of the Family Code, or Section 136.2
of the Penal Code, in a language other than English.

(b) Notwithstanding any other law, a bilingual judge may
provide an unofficial translation of preliminary court procedures
that do not bear on any substantive right of a party when a court
interpreter is not immediately available.

(b}

(c) The Judicial Council shall, by July 1, 2001, make available
to all courts, translations of domestic violence protective order
forms in languages other than English, as the Judicial Council
deems appropriate, for protective orders issued pursuant to Section
527.6 or 527.8 of the Code of Civil Procedure, or Part 1
(commencing with Section 6200) of Division 10 of the Family
Code, or Section 136.2 of the Penal Code.
amended-toread:
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